Doctor of Philosophy in Comparative Jurisprudence & Sources
Program code: 090071

INTRODUCTION

The department of comparative jurisprudence & policy (College of Sharia and Islamic
Studies) offers a program aims to grant a Ph.D. degree in Comparative Figh & Usool Figh.
Language of instruction is Arabic. The program aims to configure the skill of Ijtihad in the
student since fundamentals of jurisprudence (Usool al Figh) is the science which is
specialized in output Mujtahids. Our era is the era of the dilemmas that are relevant to
forensic judgment which requires to configure a mentality that can understand old
jurisprudence and coexisting with present era and giving verdicts on issues according to a
scientific rooting taking into account the contemporary life.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
36 TOTAL COURSE CREDITS
15 COMPULSORY COURSE (3 credits each)
0930-601 Critical Studies in Contemporary Research
0930-602  Objectives of Islamic Law (Maqasid al-Shari'ah)
0930-603  Textual Study of Qur'anic Legal Rulings
0930-606  Conflict and Preference: Foundations and Applications
0930-607  Juristic Derivation in Figh and Usul al-Figh
2000-504 Computer Skills*
* Compulsory for students who have not previously taken the course in Master’s degree

3 ELECTIVE COURSES (3 credits each)
The student has to choose one of the following courses:
0930-608 Hanafi Methodology
0930-609  Juristic Distinctions in Figh and Usul al-Figh
0930-610  Textual Study of Usul al-Figh

18 COMPULSORY COURSES
0930-697 Dissertation (0)
0930-698 Dissertation  (0)
0930-699 Dissertation  (18)

COURSE DESCRIPTION

contemporary  knowledge-production  venues,
0930-601: CRITICAL STUDIES IN including academic journals, graduate theses, figh
CONTEMPORARY RESEARCH councils, and Shari‘a boards within Islamic

CR:3
This course examines scientific critique as a core
research skill in contemporary Islamic legal
studies. It develops advanced competencies in
critical reading, analytical evaluation, and
methodological assessment of modern fighi and
ustli research. The course also analyzes

financial institutions, while critically evaluating
their outputs and the institutional contexts shaping
scholarly conclusions. Emphasis is placed on
applied critique and the construction of well-
grounded critical judgments in contemporary legal
debates.
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0930-602: OBJECTIVES OF ISLAMIC LAW
(MAQASID AL-SHARI‘AH)
CR: 3

This course examines the foundational dimension
of Maqasid al-Shari‘ah (Objectives of Islamic Law)
through the writings of leading scholars, including
al-Shatib1. It explains the relationship between
magqasid and ustl al-figh, legal causation (ta‘lil),
suitability (munasabah), and public interest
(maslahah). The course then addresses the applied
dimension through particular maqasid, common
errors in maqasid-based reasoning, and its
applications to contemporary juristic issues
(nawazil).

0930-603: TEXTUAL STUDY OF QUR’ANIC
LEGAL RULINGS

CR:3
This course undertakes a comparative study of figh
across the madhhabs through works on Qur’anic
legal rulings (Ahkam al-Qur’an) and abrogation
(al-nasikh wa al-manstkh). The juristic inquiry
centers on the Qur’anic verse—how it yields legal
rulings—and on the differences among the imams
in their understanding and derivation of those
rulings. This comes after the student has studied
comparative figh through a textual approach to
classical works on juristic disagreement at the
master’s level.

0930-606: CONFLICT AND PREFERENCE:

FOUNDATIONS AND APPLICATIONS

CR:3

This course examines issues of conflict between
evidence and the preference of one proof over
another through a foundational study based on usil
works. It highlights the methodological differences
between the Hanafls and the majority (al-jumhiir)
in this regard. It explains how they relate to the
question of the nature of abrogation (naskh) and
clarification (bayan). The course then moves from
the theoretical, foundational dimension to practical
application by applying cases of conflict to
Qur’anic and Prophetic texts, drawing on Qur’anic,
hadith, and figh compilations that address such
conflicts and the methods for resolving them.

0930-607: JURISTIC DERIVATION IN FIQH
AND USUL AL-FIQH

CR:3
This course explains juristic derivation (takhrTj) in
figh and usul al-figh and its four types. It examines
the ruling on takhrTj according to the statements of
the imams, as well as the ranks of mujtahids and
those engaged in takhrij. The course focuses in
particular on deriving subsidiary figh rulings across
the various chapters of figh based on wusil
principles, especially in the sections on evidence
and indications.

0930-608: HANAFI METHODOLOGY
CR:3

This course studies Hanafi thought as an integrated
legal-theoretical and juristic tradition, focusing on
its  historical ~ development, methodological
approach to legal reasoning, and distinctive
principles shaping its jurisprudence. It also
examines major critiques, internal scholarly
revisions, and modern engagements with Hanafi
thought, while developing advanced analytical and
critical skills for doctoral research.

0930-609: JURISTIC DISTINCTIONS IN FIQH
AND USUL AL-FIQH

CR:3
This course addresses the disciplines of juristic
distinctions in figh and usil. In its first part, it
introduces juristic distinctions in figh and studies
twelve cases within each madhhab across various
chapters of figh. In its second part, it introduces
juristic distinctions in usil, clarifies its relationship
to usill terminology, and examines eleven issues
drawn from preliminaries, rulings, indications, and
qiyas. The course also highlights the distinctions in
the foundations of legal reasoning between the
Hanafis and the majority (al-jumhiir).

0930-610: TEXTUAL STUDY OF USUL AL-FIQH
CR:3

This course studies selected usil texts drawn from
works that follow an independent approach distinct
from the conventional usil classification, such as
the literature on the mufti, the refinement of
responses, and the issue of “the two opinions” (al-
qawlayn), as well as the writings of leading critical
scholars (muhaqqiqiin) such as Ibn Hazm, Ibn
Taymiyyah, Ibn al-Qayyim, and al-Shatibl. One
part of the course is devoted to the study of fatwa,
ijjtihad, taqlid, and the causes of juristic
disagreement; the other part selects usiil themes
from the broader field of usiil issues through the
texts of these muhaqqiqin.

0930-697: DISSERTATION
CR: 0

0930-698: DISSERTATION
CR: 0

0930-699: DISSERTATION
CR: 18
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