Master of Arts in Anthropology
Program code: 137012

INTRODUCTION

The Department of Sociology and Social Work is one of the comprehensive
departments in the College of (Social Sciences) at Kuwait University, as it contains
three intersecting disciplines: Sociology is a major, then Social Work, which is
another major, then Anthropology, which is a supportive major.

The program is structured into three main tracks. The first track focuses on the field of
cultural anthropology, which aims to understand human behavior and culture through
description and analysis, with an emphasis on the descriptive and comparative
dimensions ethnographic and ethnological. The second track is related to
archaeological anthropology, which centers on human culture and societal interaction
from ancient times to the present, exploring human beliefs, behaviors, and the
material remains left by ancient human models that reveal the culture and its
development. The third track pertains to biological anthropology (physical
anthropology), which focuses on the fields of human evolution and human diversity.

According to the University Council decision dated 4/2/2007, Thesis students
admitted with effect from September 2007 are exempted from the comprehensive
examination.

PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
36 36)TOTAL COURSE CREDITS
9(9) Compulsory Courses

1370-520  Principal in Cultural Anthropological Theory & Methods 3)
1370-541  Principal in Biological Anthropology 3)
1370-556  Archaeological Anthropology Method & Theory 3)

18 24) ELECTIVE SPECIALIZED COURSES*

e Thesis Track: The student is required to select one of the three academic tracks and complete (18)
credit hours, of which at least (9) credit hours must be within the designated primary track.

e Project Track: The student is required to select one of the three academic tracks and complete (24)
credit hours, of which at least (9) credit hours must be within the designated primary track.

Note: In either academic track, the student may opt to take up to (6) elective credit hours from any relevant
graduate program at Kuwait University, provided that prior approval is obtained from the Program Director.

Track 1: Cultural Anthropology
1370-521  Qualitative Research Methods*
1370-522  Culture & Society
1370-523  Folklore Studies
1370-524  Anthropology & Religion
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1370-525  Family & Social Organization

1370-526  Educational Anthropology

1370-527  Culture & Language

1370-528  Tribe in Contemporary Society

1370-529  Culture & power (Political Anthropology Studies)
1370-530  Anthropology & Contemporary Technology & Media
1370-531  Arabian Gulf Studies

1370-532  Symbolic Anthropology

1370-533  Historical Anthropology

1370-534  Visual Ethnography

1370-535  Applied Fieldwork Study in Cultural Anthropology
1370-536  Independent Study in Cultural Anthropology

* Qualitative Research Methods course is compulsory for Cultural Anthropology Track.

Track 2: Biological Anthropology
1370-542  Statistics & Social Analysis Equivalent to 1371-525
1370-543  Public Health Anthropology
1370-544  Women's Health
1370-545  Population & Biology
1370-546  Food & Culture
1370-547  Age & Gender in Culture
1370-548  Forensic Anthropology
1370-549  Primatology
1370-550  Human Remain and Human Evolution
1370-551  Human Variation
1370-552  Independent Studies in Biological Anthropology

Track 3: Archaeological Anthropology
1370-557  Kuwait Archeology
1370-558  Cultural Resources Management
1370-559  Social Archeology
1370-560  Biological Archeology
1370-561  Museum Studies
1370-562  Hunting & Gathering Archeology
1370-563  Bronze Age Archeology
1370-564  Classification of Photos, Documents & Manuscripts
1370-565 DNA & Fossils
1370-566  Prehistory Societies Concepts
1370-567  Independents Studies in Archaeological Anthropology

9 (3) COMPULSORY COURSES
1370-590 Project 3)
1370-597 Thesis (0)
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1370-598 Thesis (0)
2000-599 Thesis (9)
COURSE DESCRIPTION

1370-520: PRINCIPAL IN CULTURAL
ANTHROPOLOGICAL THEORY &
METHODS
CR:3

This course seeks to identify and apply the general

theoretical principles of culture anthropology. This

course deals with the anthropological history and
the theoretical upbringing that was linked to special
curriculum infield studies, stating with the works of

August Cant and Herbert Spencer, and before that

in the theoretical and heritage fields. Then this

course discuss the beginning of the emergence of
anthropology and its theory beginning with the
evolutionary theory and works of Eduard Taylor
and Louis Henry Morgan passing through the
function, advisory and constructivist theories,
personal culture, modern development, history, the
frame work and contemporary theoretical direction
of culture anthropology.

1370-521: QUALITATIVE RESEARCH METHODS
CR: 3
An overview of various quantitative and qualitative
research methods, including social surveys,
experiments, the ethnographic approach,
interviews, the comparative method, case studies,
content analysis, and participant observation,
among others, in addition to focusing on ethical
aspects of research.

1370-522: CULTURE & SOCIETY

CR: 3 PR:1370-520
This course deals with the characteristics of culture
anthropology, its general fields, the concept of
culture, the subject of the development of
anthropological thought, and a presentation of the
concepts associated with it, such as culture
elements, the interactive relationship between
culture and society the nature of culture and then
the characteristics working for it. This course also
focuses on the theoretical and methodological
frameworks of culture, revealing the most important
schools of anthropology research methodology and
anthropological research methods and ways. It
Focuses on the concept of culture and its connection
to religion, health, food, blindness, gender, kinship
and marriage, and topics
related to daily life and culture.

1370-523: FOLKLORE STUDIES

CR:3 PR:1370-520
This course focuses on the study of traditional
culture, and the cultural production of people in a
traditional society. It focuses on the scientific
material that is related to popular literature, popular
publications, and material, spiritual and moral
materials, in addition to the daily life practices that
are among the components of these elements, with a
direct focus on the folklore in local communities
and the material and moral elements that stem from
three geographical environments, marine, pastoral,
agricultural.

1370-524: ANTHROPOLOGY & RELIGION
CR:3 PR:1370-520

The anthropology and religion course seeks to focus
on the ideological, faith, and spiritual dimensions of
human societies, and focus on these dimensions and
the practices of individuals in these societies and
the rituals and worship they practice regardless of
the religion or belief in which they believe. It also
focuses on the relationship between religion and
culture and how to practice this religion in the
general social framework. A course looks at
practices and beliefs that societies learn about in the
name of (religions) among the population groups in
these societies.

1370-525: FAMILY & SOCIAL

ORGANIZATION

CR:3 PR:1370-520
It generally focuses on the concepts of kinship
anthropology, Its patterns, vocabulary and concepts,
and social relations that revolve in light of the
differences between human societies. This course
seeks to focus on the special aspects and
dimensions of building kinship, marriage and
family relationships from an anthropological
perspective, discussing patterns and forms of
kinship systems and linking them to the culture of
society, as the impact of this on the family an
kinship aspects in general.

1370-526: EDUCATIONAL ANTHROPOLOGY
CR:3 PR:1370-520

The course aims to reveal the relationship between
education and anthropology. This course starts

from revealing how the individual adapts within
society through the so-called process of
socialization in the stages of individual growth and
the various educational problems that he faces in
each stage of his life. Anthropology studies those
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social institutions responsible for the educational
progress of the family, clan, tribe, and kinship
system and their role in the process of socialization.
It is considered an educational system that
contributes to the process of societal adaptation.

1370-527: CULTURE & LANGUAGE

CR:3 PR:1370-520
This program seeks to study the relationship
between language and culture. Therefore, the course
seeks to reveal the culture composition of the
written and spoken language, as well as sign
language. It is a course that defines the linguistic
path in different cultures through linguistic concepts
and meanings, and their structure in the cultural
context. It is a course that focuses on contemporary
and historical human languages and considers their
structure history, ethnic differences, and social
environment. In addition, the course focuses on the
most prominent specific theories.

1370-528:  TRIBE IN CONTEMPORARY

SOCIETY

CR:3 PR:1370-520
This course aims to present the tribe as a social
organization in Gulf societies with its own laws and
tractions. The course includes the different
definitions of the tribe, its components and
elements, its traditional social and cultural role in
ancient societies, and its role now in contemporary
societies. Then a review of concepts related to the
tribe such as the nervousness (Fazaa), the nature of
the tribe relationship with the state, and then the
social role of the tribe in contemporary.

1370-529: CULTURE & POWER (POLITICAL
ANTHROPOLOGY STUDIES)
CR:3 PR:1370-520
This course focuses on studying the structure of
political systems in traditional and contemporary
human societies, revealing the developments that
accrued in this structure by focusing on its history,
and presenting the most prominent theorists who
dealt with the issue of culture and power in human
societies. The traditional and political structures of
these societies, and the influence of their culture on
the political systems.

1370-530: ANTHROPOLOGY &

CONTEMPORARY TECHNOLOGY

& MEDIA

CR:3 PR:1370-520
The course deals with the relationship between
culture and technology within the human society,
focusing on some historical aspects. The course also
focuses on human behavior and dealing with
different technological means, specifically modern
technological means. It also deals with social
interaction with modern social media, and the
impact that these means can have on the culture

within society according to different social and age
groups.

1370-531: ARABIAN GULF STUDIES

CR:3 PR:1370-520
The dilemmas of the modern state, the failures of
the welfare state experience. Immigration and social
groups, identity problems and subsidiary
affiliations, forms of social and political conflict,
challenges of the region.

1370-532:  SYMBOLIC ANTHROPOLOGY
CR:3 PR:1370-520

Symbolic ~ Anthropology  studies  culturally
established symbols in order to attain a better
understanding of a particular society. Symbolic
anthropology utilizes interpretive approaches to
reveal meanings implicit in people's patterns of
behaviors. It differentiates between symbol, icon,
and index as different forms of signs. The course
might attract students who are interesting in the
interpretation of symbols and meanings embedded
in culture and society.

1370-533: HISTORICAL ANTHROPOLOGY
CR:3 PR:1370-520
Historical anthropology is a historiographical
discipline which applies qualitative data and
methodologies, such as oral history/tradition.
Historical anthropology focuses on the meaning of
events or circumstances as well as on larger issues
such as the nature of power, typical patterns of
social relationship and dependency, the function of
religion and the direction of historical change. The
merit of historical anthropology is manifested in the
revelation of historical shortcomings of some key
determinism of history. Historical anthropology
facilitates ways to give a voice to people who had
little or no power to express themselves. Historical
analysis here should address the natives'
perceptions of events

1370-534:  VISUAL ETHNOGRAPHY

CR:3 PR:1370-520
Visual Ethnography is a research method that
focuses on visual approaches to learning and
understanding of a particular society and/or culture.
It uses visual methods such as photography,
ethnographic films and video (including online
videos) that highlight the most significant
traditional and modern features of a society.
Concentration can be done in Kuwait and GCC
countries.

1370-535:  APPLIED FIELDWORK STUDY IN
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY
CR:3 PR:1370-520
This course seeks to carry out a special field study
in the field of cultural anthropology as a means of
training and education for the student. The course
focuses on the applied aspect after a specific field
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research topic is selected, with a focus on
ethnographic studies and important topics.

1370-536: INDEPENDENT STUDY IN
CULTURAL ANTHROPOLOGY
CR:3 PR:1370-520
The course deals with one of the disciplines of
modern cultural anthropology determined by the
course professor, through which it provides a
detailed description of the course.

1370-541:  PRINCIPAL IN BIOLOGICAL

ANTHROPOLOGY

CR: 3
Biological anthropology is concerned with human
diversity and human development. The course
covers the historical and contemporary aspects of
humans from the culture and biological aspects, and
discusses branches of biological anthropology such
as criminal anthropology. The study of humans and
ancient human models, anatomy, classification of
the animal kingdom, the study of primates,
population biology, human ecology, and the study
of species blood, bones. Teeth and other branches
of this science.

1370-542: STATISTICS & SOCIAL ANALYSIS
CR: 3

This course includes introduction the student to the
statistical methods and ways used to measure the
relationships between variables in social and
behavioral research social, behavioral and
educational research depends on specific statistical
methods, methods and treatment are frequently
used. Which are relatively different in nature from
those used in the natural and medical sciences. The
course seeks to cover topics and inferential
statistical equations, including estimation and
multiple statistical tests that are frequently use in
the field of social and behavioral sciences.

1370-543: PUBLIC HEALTH ANTHROPOLOGY
CR:3 PR:1370-541

This course focuses on the relationship between
community culture and public health. It deals with
the social and cultural effects and repercussions of
health symptoms in its three dimensions: physical,
mental, and social, as described and defined by the
world health organization. This course falls within
the interests of the field of medical anthropology,
which deals with such health issues, which are
linked to the study of the cultural and health
conditions in human society both traditional
societies and contemporary human societies.

1370-544: WOMEN'S HEALTH

CR:3 PR:1370-541
This course focuses on the cultural dimension and
socio-cultural determinants and their role on
women’s health in human societies. It focuses on
the historical content of this relationship. The

course focuses on the biological differences
between males and females, and how the social
environment to which the individual belongs plays
in dealing and interacting with these biological
differences. The course also discusses diseases and
general health symptoms related to gender and
gender differences in these diseases.

1370-545: POPULATION & BIOLOGY

CR:3 PR:1370-541
This course deals with human demographics, the
changes that occur in the population at different
periods and the factors affecting these changes
through a special presentation of diseases, death
migration and other from an anthropological point
of view.

1370-546: FOOD & CULTURE

CR:3 PR:1370-541
This course seeks to focuses on the interrelationship
between food and culture, and the impact of culture
on food and its concept in different human
societies. This course presents the role of food and
food in culture in different geographical areas. It
seeks to reveal the ecological, economic, political,
social, religious, and other aspects of the production
of food, with a focus on the factors that are related
to the differences and cultural differences in this
field.

1370-547: AGE & GENDER IN CULTURE
CR:3 PR:1370-541

This course focuses on the age groups of childhood,
adolescents, youth, adults and the elderly. It also
focuses on the gender variable, wither male or
female, and focuses on the cultural differentiation
on the health status. This course links the cultural
dimensions of these segments with the health status,
and specifically focuses as are the most prominent
age group segments affecting the health status. It
discusses the cultural impact and socio-cultural
dimensions, and their impact on the life of the
elderly in human society.

1370-548: FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY

CR:3 PR:1370-541
This course focuses on the physical, and mental
characteristics of criminals, identifying arrange of
environmental factors, and social conditions that
affect abnormal criminal behavior within society. It
also  discusses the Dbehavioral dimension,
physiological. ~ Morphological and  physical
dimensions as well as psychological and its
relationship crime.

1370-549: PRIMATOLOGY

CR:3 PR:1370-541
This course focuses on the evolutionary aspect of
the primates and their life and living in different
land environments. It aims to study the important
factors that exist for the differences in primates, and
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to study their social behavior. This course studies
the behavior that makes these primates live and
adapt their environment, and focuses on the
theoretical models that explain this adaptation and
behavior of primates in the environment in which
they live.

1370-550: HUMAN REMAIN AND HUMAN

EVOLUTION

CR:3 PR:130-541
This course seeks to provide a link and a
relationship with those sciences that are related to
the evolutionary process, such as genetics, primates,
botany, zoology, climatology, and geology by
communicating with paleontology and biological
anthropology, identifying what was found of human
remains, describing these discoveries, and their
dates. And how to find them, their locations, and
the explanations of these archaeological discoveries
to determine the impact of the relationship between
human models that lived in different periods of time
with their natural environment and how adapted to
this environment, which reveals their culture.

1370-551: HUMAN VARIATION
CR:3 PR:1370-541

This course seeks to investigate the physical and
physiological differences of groups and individuals
in various human societies. This course also focuses
on the cultural impact in making such differences.
Thus, it looks at human history and the differences
in this history of human models over time, as well
as across place. The study of changes is carried
according to the factor of time and place for
population groups, and the impact of cultural
factors on the occurrence of these differences.

1370-552: INDEPENDENT STUDIES IN
BIOLOGICAL ANTHROPOLOGY
CR:3 PR:1370-541
This course is based on defining a specific topic in
the field of biological anthropology, and a special
description is developed for this course with its
objectives, general policy and requirements, in
addition to specifying the special readings in this
course. It deals with a topic that is not included in
the special courses, which can help the student to
achieve and complete the requirements for his
graduation according to the scientific path he
chooses.

1370-556: ARCHAEOLOGICAL
ANTHROPOLOGY
THEORY
CR:3
This course focuses on the methodological and
theoretical aspect of the study of archaeological
anthropology, the use of scientific research methods
in the field of antiquities, interpretation of the
cultural behavior of human societies, training in the
use of field research methods such as survey and

METHOD &

archaeological excavation, laboratory studies of
material cultural remains and statistical tools in
order to verify interpretation on the details of
human behavior and the interaction of its culture
with the environment and other elements of social
economic and cultural changes.

1370-557: KUWAIT ARCHEOLOGY

CR:3 PR:1370-556
A course designed to study the history of
archaeological missions in the state of Kuwait,
archaeological sites and periods of cultures, human
gatherings and civilizations on the land of Cuba,
and to provide on analytical and critical overview of
studies related to Kuwait’s antiquities and the
Kuwait antiquities law. The course also aims to
study the archaecology of Kuwait in the field and in
the laboratory and help students design research
projects related to the archaeology of Kuwait from
the stone ages to the Islamic ages.

1370-558: CULTURAL RESOURCES

MANAGEMENT

CR:3 PR:1370-556
The course aims to study concepts and approaches
related to managing, organizing, and preserving
prehistoric and historical sites. This course also
presents the common intellectual foundations and
research methods in two distinct disciplines
anthropology: cultural anthropology and archeology
so that it develops practical and analytical skills to
understand identity behavior, cults power and social
change, supported by the importance of the legal
aspect in protecting archaeological, historical and
cultural sites and raising community awareness of
the preservation of those resources.

1370-559: SOCIAL ARCHEOLOGY
CR:3 PR:1370-556

The course aims to reveal archaeological and
architectural materials related to human societies in
recent centuries, and to reach an understanding of
multiple aspects of the city study using
anthropological theories of social effects such as
urban formation, the development of city
institutions, the city before modernity and the
contemporary city, population in civil society and
the detection of economic activity The artistic and
architectural accompanying the emergence of the
city.

1370-560: BIOLOGICAL ARCHEOLOGY
CR:3 PR:1370-556

This course aims to study the principles of
biological archeology and osteology used in studies
of prehistoric societies until recent decades. The
course also seeks to overlap between archeology
and human biology, through which biological
remains are identified and its relationship with the
details of human culture and its related aspect
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genetic identity, health and disease food and ancient
food.

1370-561: MUSEUM STUDIES

CR:3 PR:1370-556
This course aims to provide academic concepts and
specialized scientific exercises in all fields of
museum studies, and to encourage students to
practice those concepts and their reflection on the
concept of the museum, and too know theories and
skills required for museum development. This
course also to equip students with a set of skills that
they can applying in any museum and develop
critically informed perspectives on professional
practice and research processes.

1370-562: HUNTING & GATHERING

ARCHEOLOGY

CR:3 PR:1370-556
This course aims to present the archaeological
evidence related to human universities since their
appearance in the early stone ages to the end of the
copper Age, a period that witnessed the association
of man with the culture of collecting food and
hunting animals in all regions of the world. This
course also aims to study the most important
archaeological theories related to human movement
and migration and the beginning of the formation of
a mobile and stable, and to identify the cultural,
religious, social and artistic phenomena of those
societies and their relationship to the emergence of
human races in the regions of Africa, Europe and
Asia.

1370-563: BRONZE AGE ARCHEOLOGY
CR:3 PR:1370-556

This course focuses on the study of the
archaeological evidence of the Bronze Age in the
Arabian Gulf region from the period of the third
millennium BC to the end of the second millennium
BC, and using these evidence to understand the
formation of the first civilizations and cultures that
appeared in this region during that period, such as
the civilization of Dilmun in Kuwait, Bahrain and
Saudi Arabia The culture of Wadi Suq and Umm al-
Nar in the United Arab Emirates, the Majan
civilization in the Sultanate of Oman, the
civilizations of Sumer and Babylon in southern
Iraq, and the Elam civilization in southwestern Iran.

1370-564: CLASSIFICATION OF PHOTOS,
DOCUMENTS & MANUSCRIPTS
CR:3 PR:1370-556
The course aims to develop a set of cognitive tools
and methodological methods that can help in
understanding how private archives are formed to
organize archaeological remains, the purposes they
serve, and their relationship to culture and the
subject of study. Anthropology in diverse contexts
related to archaeological, historical and heritage
fields such as the history of archaeological missions

in the ancient Near East, archives of cultural
institutions, civil documents, manuscripts, audio-
visual materials, and historical maps.

1370-565: DNA & FOSSILS
CR:3 PR:1370-556

This course provides an interdisciplinary approach
to understanding human evolution and population
dynamics through the integration of genetic data
with fossil evidence. Through lectures, discussions,
and hands-on activities, students will explore the
principles and methodologies of molecular genetics,
paleoanthropology, and bioinformatics. Topics
include the molecular basis of heredity,
evolutionary  genetics, phylogenetics, dating
techniques, and the reconstruction of human
evolutionary history. This is a combined course
includes a biological and archeological aspects.

1370-566: PREHISTORY SOCIETIES

CONCEPTS

CR:3 PR:1370-556
The course aims to have a deep understanding of
human development and cultures in the pre-writing
stage and the writing community. The course seeks
to interpret archaeological data and raw materials
and how they seek to understand human life in the
different eras in which ancient human models
existed, with a focus on the patterns of cultural
change that occurred. The course focuses on
modern theories and research methods in the field
of prehistoric anthropology.

1370-567: INDEPENDENTS STUDIES IN
ARCHAEOLOGICAL
ANTHROPOLOGY
CR:3 PR:1370-556

The course deals with one of the subspecialties of
archeology branches such as: Islamic Archeology in
the Near East and the Arabian Gulf, The effect of
the Mayan, Inca and Aztec civilizations in Central
America, the effects of Food and Food in the Near
East, Archaeological Fieldwork Strategy, Tangible
and Intangible Heritage and Cultural Resources
from the Arabian Gulf Region Spatial analysis of
ancient human societies, the archeology of health
and diseases, the effects of ancient Egypt, the
development of civilizations in Mesopotamia, the
descriptive effects of desert and rural societies.
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1370-590: Project
CR:3

1370-597: THESIS
CR: 0

1370-598: THESIS
CR: 0

2000-599: THESIS
CR:9
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